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– more –

AVIAN FLU PLAN:  BUSH’S PLANS TO COMBAT 
FLU NEED BETTER FUNDING, PLAN LONG 
OVERDUE, EXPERTS SAY AT TIME GLOBAL 
HEALTH SUMMIT

There ‘Needs To Be A Whole Lot More Than Plans…New Orleans Had A Plan Too,’ 
Dr. Nils Daulaire, President, Global Health Council Said Today

‘We are using 1950’s technology for problems of the 21st century,’
Dr. Daulaire Said

This ‘Should Have Happened Five Years Ago…We Are Way Behind In Protection 
Against the Flu,’
Said Dr. Allan Rosenfield, Dean of the Mailman School of Public Health at
Columbia University

New York City --  Dr. Nils Daulaire, president of the Global Health Council, said today at the 
TIME Global Health Summit that he was encouraged by President Bush’s “ringing call for 
action”  to combat the threat of a flu pandemic, but there “needs to be a whole lot more than 
plans.”

“We need an investment in U.S. and global public health infrastructures that will build the 
ability to respond in action not just words,”  Dr. Daulaire said at a press conference at the TIME 
Global Health Summit.  “New Orleans had a plan, too,” referring to the recent evacuation 
problems in New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.

The three-day summit, sponsored by TIME magazine and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
has gathered together national and international leaders in medicine, government, business, 
public policy and the arts to develop actions and solutions to world health crises.

Dr. Daulaire said “the plans are there,” but resources must also be put in place to implement 
them.  He called for more training and a broader infrastructure at the local level.

Dr. Allan Rosenfield, dean of the Mailman School of Public Health at Columbia University, 
said he was encouraged by the plan unveiled by President Bush, but pointed out that it was long 
overdue.

“Many of us were delighted with today’s announcement, but it should have happened five years 
ago,” said Dr. Rosenfield,” adding, “We are way behind in protection against the flu.”

Dr. Daulaire said he was especially heartened by the President’s emphasis on research for a new 
vaccine, adding,  “We are using 1950’s technology for problems of the 21st century.” 

Both of the experts praised the President’s call for liability protection for manufacturers of flu 
vaccine, saying the speed with which vaccine must be developed did not allow for years of 
testing before being used.  They also said that drug companies are not able to make a profit on 



flu vaccine and need government financial guarantees if we are to produce adequate supplies.

Dr. Daulaire said that a global avian flu pandemic was not likely in the next year or two, but could happen within the next 
decade.  He did not see the need to stockpile the vaccine called Tamiflu, which Dr. Rosenfield said may not be effective 
against avian flu.  They said the 4 million doses available should be used to inoculate first responders such as public health 
workers and police officers.

Dr. Rosenfeld closed by saying one important element that is missing is a better surveillance system overseas that can 
identify an outbreak of flu quickly.

For more information about the TIME Global Health Summit, or for webcasts, transcripts and breaking news, log on to 
www.time.com/globalhealth.

TIME.com will also feature breaking news and analysis throughout the Summit.

# # #
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