MONG THE THOUSANDS OF MEN THAT

General Dwight D. Eisenhower

addressed as they embarked upon

the “Great Crusade” were the
members of Easy Company, an elite U.S.
Army unit that parachuted into France on
D-Day, fought in the Battle of the Bulge
and captured Hitler’s Eagle’s Nest hide-
away at Berchtesgaden, Bavaria. Easy
Company’s story was first told in an
acclaimed nonfiction book by historian
Stephen E. Ambrose. Now, inspired by
Professor Ambrose’s book, a team of film-
makers has created a ten-part miniseries
for television. Drawn from hours of
interviews with survivors, as well as
soldiers’ journals and letters, Band of
Brothers chronicles a unit that took 150
percent casualties and became true
American heroes.

This guide is designed to provide edu-
cators with resources and strategies for
classroom viewing and discussion of Band of
Brothers. Watching all or part of this series
will inspire students to reflect on the nature
of war, the value of teamwork and the sacri-
fices Americans made in the struggle to
defend democracy. Instructors should note
that the producers of Band of Brothers
strove to achieve historical accuracy in
the series. As a result, the programs con-
tain graphic depictions of warfare, along
with strong language. Though intense,
these scenes are not gratuitous; rather,
they are intended to help viewers under-
stand the conditions Easy Company
faced in the fight against fascism.

VIEWING STRATEGY

Band of Brothers consists of 10 hour-
long episodes; synopses appear on page
4 of this guide. Teachers have permis-
sion to tape the series for classroom
viewing, as outlined below.

ACCURACY AND AUTHENTICITY

The filmmakers went to great lengths to
make Band of Brothers historically accu-
rate. What evidence can you find of their
quest for authenticity? Cite examples. As a
viewer, does attention to historical detail
make a difference to you? Why or why not?
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